Certificate of Exemption — AGAR 2023/24 Form 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure
did not exceed £25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2024, and that wish to certify
themselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the Local Audit
(Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability
Return 1o the external auditor, provided that the authority has cerified itself as exempt at a meating of the
authority after 31 March 2024 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later than 30 June 2024
noiifying the external auditor.

BARCKSHAW PARISH COUNC ) L

certifies that during the financial year 2023/24, the higher of the authority’s total gross income for the year
or tolal gross annual expenditura, for the year did not excead £25,000

Total annual gross income for the authority 2023/24: _fé ﬂ' |
Total annual gross expenditure for the authority 2023/24: X | 5 11 I

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required. If an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Form 3 to the external auditor to undertake a imited assurance review for which a fee of £210 +VAT will be payable.
By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
+ The authority was in existence on 1st April 2020
* In relation to the praceding financial year (2022/23), tha external auditor has not:
* issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it
* made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any antity connected with it
* issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule 8 to the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 ("the Act”), and has not withdrawn the notice
+« commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act
+ mada an application undar saction 28{1) of the Act for a declaration that an itam of account is unlawful, and
the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused lo make the declaration
+ The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appaal under section 28(3) of the Act,
If the above statements apply and the authority neither received gross income, nor incurred gross expenditure,
exceeding £25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy submitted to the external auditor
aither by email or by post (not both).

The Annual Internal Audit Report, Annual Governance Stalement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this cerificate, published on the authority website/webpage™ before 1 July 2024,
Signing this certificate confirms the authority will comply with the publication reguirements.

Signed by the Responsible Financial Officer  Date I confirm that this Cartificate of
o 10 /052004 amortyonmie aate: . 20[os[1024
Signed Date as recorded in minute refarence:
o PE NEUUIRED ZojOS/z¢| tofos|ey T B
Generic email address of Authority Telephone numbear
blatK shaw clerk @ ﬂma.il T O17106 B151S5

*Fublished web address
Wwiw. hlackshaw . nat

OMNLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than
30 June 2024. Reminder letters for late submission will incur a charge of £40 + VAT.

Annual Govemnance and Accountability Return 2023/24 Form 2 Page 3 of 6
Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and othar Smaller Authorities




Annual Internal Audit Report 2023/24

DLACKSHAW PARISH COUNCIL

s . blackshaw - ret

During the financial year ended 31 March 2024, this authority’s internal auditor acting independently and on the
basis of an assessment of risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with the relevant procedures
and controls in operation and obtained appropriate evidence from the authority.

The internal audit for 2023/24 has been camied out in accordance with this authority's needs and planned
coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are summarised in
this table. Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the internal audit conclusions on
whether, in all significant respects, the control objectives were being achieved throughout the financial year to a
standard adequate to meet the neads of this authority.

A. Appropriate accounting records have been properly kepl throughout the financial year.

B. This autharity complied with its financial regulations, payments were supported by imioecns, all
axpendifure was approved and VAT was approprialely accounted for.

C. This authority assessed the significant risks to achieving its objectives and reviewed the adequacy
of arangements 1o manage these.

D. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adequale budgetary process; progress against
the budget was regularly menilored. and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully received, based on comect prices, properly recorded and promplly
banked, and VAT was appropriately accoumed for,

F. Petty cash payments were properly supporied by receipts, all petty cash expandiiure was
approved and VAT appropriately accounted for.

. Salaries lo employees and allowances o rnamburr: were paid in accordance with this authority's
approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

H. Asset and investments regisiers were complete and accurate and properly maintained.

Periodic bank account reconciliations were properly camied out during the year.

J. Accounting siatemenis prepared during the year were prepared on the cormect accounting basis
(receipts and payments or income and expenditure), agreed to the cash book, supported by an
adequatle audit trail from underying records and where appropriate deblors and creditors wara
proparly reconded.

K. If the autharity certified itsell as exempt from a limited assurance review in 2022023, it mel the

exemplion cribera and comecily declarad itsalf exempl. (If the authanly had a imited assurance
feviaw of ifs 202223 AGAR tick “not coverad”)

L. The authority published the required information on a websilefwebpage up to date at the time of
the imternal awdil in accordance with the relevant legislation.

M. In the year covered by this AGAR, the authority commectly provided for a period for the exercige of
public rights as required by the Accounts and Audit Regulations. [during the 2023-24 AGAR penod,
werg Dubie rephls in redalion to the 2022-23 AGAR svidenced by a nafice on he websife andor
autholy approved minufes confiming the dates sof)

N. The autharity has complied with the publication requirements for 2022/23 AGAR
(zee AGAR Page 1 Guidance Nofes),

0. (For local councils only)
Trust funds (including charitabla) — The council met ils responsibilities as a trustes.

For any other risk areas identified by this authorty adequate controls existed (st any other risk areas on separate sheats if needed).

s ) Sl Tl S RIS L R T S
\

Date(s) internal audit underaken Name of parsaon who camied out the intemal audit
lb<los2ug Rafly gcc el
vt ot I G a8 owe | Nl 05252

*If the response is 'no’ please state the implications and action being taken to address any weakness in control identified

(add separate sheets if needed),

**Naote: If the response is ‘not covered' please state when the most recent internal audit work was done in this anea and when it is
nuplum;m.trmhmm.nmmmmumm:mmm[ﬂmmnmmﬂ.
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Section 1 — Annual Governance Statement 2023/24

We acknowledge as the members of:

RLAC SUHAW)

FALISH

COUNCIL

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, with
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 March 2024, that:

ATy u.._--'
4] | Y means et mis authorly:

1. We have put in place arangements for eflactive Snancal prepared e accouwnting sfalaments in sccordance
rransgament dufing the yaar, and for the praparstion of / wilh the Accounts and Audlt Repuistions.
the acoounfing stalemeants.

2. Wea maintained an adequabe syslem of inlarmal sanirol sde BrOpaT AFENgaments and sccepled responsibiity
including measures designed to prevent and detect fraud |/ Fior safeuarding the puble manay and REEOLFESE i
and comuplion and reviewed its effectivaness, s change.

3, Wa took il reasonable steps to assure oursehaes has anly done what If has the logel power fo do and has
that thare @re no matters of achual or potential oovmplied with Proger Prachices in doing so.
non-complisnce with laws, regulations and Propar
Practices that could have a significant financial affect V'z
an the ability of this autharity io conduct i&s
business or manage its finances.

4. Wi provided proper opportunity during the yeaer for during the year gave & parsons infaresied the opportunity fo
the exercise of eleciors’ rights In accordance with the u-""" inspect and ask queshions abowt fhis awthorly’s accownts
reqquiraments of tha Accounts and Audit Regulations.

5. We camied out an assessmant of the rsks facing this consigared and documented the financis! and cifar nsks &
gutharity and ook appropriste steps to manage those 1l“‘,.--' facas and deall with tham properdy
riaks, incluging e Introeduction of IMemel controls andiorn
extamal insurance cover whane required |

£ We maintained throughout the year an adequate and aranged for & competant persan, indapendent of the financial |
mﬁﬂnmmhnﬁl;mmlluﬂtdhmnﬂm ,,/ mmﬁmmm:‘?wmimm |

FY AT, infernal condrols maed the neaos of s smaler suthoriy |

T. Wa fook appropriabe action on all matters raised J-’ respandad fo matters brought o its atferdion by infemal and
in reports from intemal and extemal auwdit. gufarmal audi,

8. Wa considerad whathar any Itigaticon, liabilities or discipsed auarything if showd heve abowt its businass sotiviy
COMmImitmants, events or ransacions, ooouring aither 4 duing e year inchiding events faking place &fer the year
during or after the year-end. have a financial impact on ard i redevant,
this suthority and, whan appropriste, have includad tham
in the accounting siatements.

0. (For local councile only) Trust funds including hag mal il of ie responshilliss whans 88 & hody
chariiabia. In our capacity a8 the sole managing carporale If (& & Sole managing trustes of 8 iocs s
frusies we discharged our accountabiliy oF trusts.
reaponaibiltes Tor the furdis Jiassets, incuding

| finamcial raporting and, if required, independent

| examination or audil.

*For any statement to which the response is 'no’, an explanation must be published

This Annual Governance Statement was approved at a

meeting of the authaority on:

20 /05| 2024

and recorded as minute referanca:

Information required by the Transparency Code (|

20/0S| 24 L. 3

art of the Annual Governance Statement)

Sigred by the Chair and Clerk of the meeting whera

The authority website/webpage |s up to date and the information reguired by the Transparency Code has Yes | No

been published.

WindW . blackshaw . nak
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Section 2 — Accounting Statements 2023/24 for

BLACKSHA W

Year ending

1. Balances brought
forward

PatiSH COUNC 1 ¢

Tolal ces gnd resenses at the beginning of the year
a5 recovoed in the financal recovds. Value mus! agree fo
Box 7 of pravious year

2. {(+) Precapt or Rales and
Levias

Tofel amownt of precept (or fof IDBS rales and lewvias)
rasalved or recaivahie in the yaar. Exclude any grants
recaised

3. (+) Total other receipls

Talal income of recedpls 85 recorded in the cashbook less
the precept or ralesfevies recetved (ine 2). Include any
granis recaivad.

4. (-) Staff costs

Total expendifure or payments made to and on behalf
af aif empioyees. include gross salamnes and wages,
employers MW confributions, amployars pansion
confributions, grafwifes and severance paymaents.

5. (-} Loan interesticapital
repayments

Talal expendiure or paymants of capital and interes!
made during e year on the authoriy’'s bowowings (if amy).

6. (-) Al other payments

Tofal expendifure or payments as recorded it the cash-
book Mss slalf eosls [line 4] and loan interasticapital

mepaymaents (line 5).

7. (=) Balances carred

Toisl balances and resarves af the end of the pear, Must

o 1#2+3) - [d+5+8).
forward 6315 b 7L oqual (142+3) - (4+5+9)
8. Total value of cash and The sum of all current and deposit bank accounts, cash |
short term investmeants 6 15 f;;_'f‘*l-i hoidings and short term investments held as at 31 March — |
To agree with bank reconciliation.
| 9. Total foced assets plus The value of all the property the authorily owns - I is made
| mw,mm; {E” q& E {:li qg ﬁu{mﬁgsﬂmdamfamdmmmmmmﬂu!
10. Total borrowings The owlstanding capdal balance as at 31 March of all loans
O from thind parties (including PWLE)
11a. Disclosure note re Trust funds v’/ The Counci, a5 a body corporale, acls as sole frusfes and
(inzluding charitable) iz regponseible for managing Trus! funds oF a5sels
11b. Disclosure note re Trust funds o o The figures in the accounting stafemeants above
(including charitabe) gxciude any Trust transactions.

| cartify that for the year ended 31 March 2024 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on aither a recaipls and
payments or incoma and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller
Authorities — a Practitionars’ Guide to Proper Practices

and presant fairly the financial position of this authority.
Signed by Responsible Financial Officer bafore baing
presented to the authority for approval

e

e 20/0s] 2004

Annual Governance and Accountabdlity Return 2023/24 Form2

| canfirm that these Accounting Statements ware
approved by this authority on this date:

20/ 0s | w24

as recorded in minute reference:

20/e05(24 SR
]
Signed by Ghair of the meeting whera the
Accounting nts were approved

fl () - =

Page 6 of 6

Local Councils, Internal Drainage Boards and other Smaller Authorities




