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UpBEAT	
  
Newsletter from Blackshaw Environmental Action Team (BEAT)

Issue 12 : March / April 2011

From	
  the	
  Editor	
  
This issue of

UpBEAT

Headlines	
  

has been distributed to every

household in Blackshaw Parish by post as part of the
Parish Council's mailing. We recommend to any new
readers
that
you
have
a
look
at
the
www.blackshaw.net/BEAT website, where there is
information on BEAT's work, including previous issues of
UpBEAT in the BEAT archives folder.
One of the documents you can find on the BEAT website
is a draft discussion document called 'Our vision for a
sustainable Blackshaw Parish'. We encourage all
individuals and groups to contribute to this discussion.

§

Dates for your Diary : Future BEAT
Meetings (page 2)

§

Landshare Advert (page 2)

§

Living with…Solar Thermal Panels
(page 3)

§

Ten Week Course : Introduction to
Sustainability – starts in May (page 3)

§

Treesponsibiilty search for new sites
(page 4)

The BEAT Team

Many	
  Hands	
  Make	
  Light	
  Work!	
  
packaging,
Almost 30 Blackshaw from cars - takeaway
	
  

Head residents
turned out Saturday 29th January
to pick litter in and around the
village. “It was one of the best
turnouts we’ve had” said Dorothy
Sutcliffe, Vice Chairman of the
Parish Council, “ it was lovely to
see a lot of young people and
families getting involved”.

This clean up of the verges and
roadsides around the village, was
in addition to the ones organised in
April and October, and was
organised
by
Blackshaw
Environmental Action Team (BEAT)
and the Parish Council. “There had
been so much litter discarded in the
village, we felt we just had to act”
said organiser Phil Knowles. “ A lot
of it appeared when we had the
heavy snow, it was though people
thought it would just disappear
when the snow melted”.
“A lot of the rubbish is thrown out

	
  

beer cans, plastic and glass bottles.
Sadly people seem to have little
respect
for
the
beautiful
countryside in which we live.”

“We ended up with a small
mountain of rubbish sacks collected
from the verges, so now the village
looks as it should do – spotless. I
just want to thank all the
residents who turned out to
help,” added Phil Knowles.
A second village clean-up will
take place on 16th April. We will
meet at the Chapel at 10.30am,
where
rubbish
bags
are
available. Please bring your own
garden gloves if you have any as
we do not have quite enough for
everyone. The clean-up should only
take 1-2 hours and there will be
refreshments afterwards in the
Chapel.

BEAT	
  Receives	
  	
  
A	
  Co-‐op	
  Grant	
  
For the second time this year BEAT
has received a grant; this time
£1,078 from the Cooperative
Group. Many thanks to the Co-op
for this support. It really will allow
us to do more. If we manage to set
up a community-owned renewable
energy scheme we are likely to use
some of the money to set up an
Industrial and Provident Society
(ISP) as the legal framework for
such a scheme.
BEAT has submitted two big
grant
applications
for
community-owned
renewable
energy schemes. We had a very
short deadline – a couple of weeks
in February - so it was only possible
to involve the BEAT officers and the
working group in the proposals. We
should know by early May if we
get a grant or two, and if we do we
will consult with the community
on the proposals.

Many thanks to Phil Knowles for
organising the village clean-ups.
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Buy	
  Your	
  	
  
Green	
  Electricity	
  
Through	
  BEAT	
  
BEAT has teamed up with Green
Energy UK to offer local
residents the opportunity to get
their electricity from 100%
renewable
sources
thus
reducing damaging greenhouse
gases.
If you buy your electricity through
BEAT you will get a 10% discount
and once ten households have
signed up BEAT will receive a small
payment as well.
If you currently get your electricity
from E.On you could save around
£44 per year by switching to Green
Energy UK – and you will help the
environment.
For more information please
contact Green Energy UK on
0800 954 0675 and speak to Liz
Bell.
To sign up to Green Energy UK
through BEAT, or to learn more, go
to:
http://www.greenenergy.uk.co
m/?PARTNER_ID=560.
If you have got problems entering
this web link into your internet
browser you can email
help@greenenergyuk.com or
finn.jensen@rocketmail.com and
ask them to email you back with the
link.

Landshare
2 said for wind turbine and 1 said
You may
for hydro. 14 households said they
remember we
were interested in bulk buying of
had the
green electricity.
Energy Saving
Trust out knocking on doors in
In February BEAT wrote to all these
Blackshaw Parish last year offering
households asking if they are still
advice on cavity wall and loft
interested. BEAT will act as a
insulation, etc. 98 households took
go-between for contacts and
up the offer. You
households
Landshare	
  Opportunity	
  
can find Energy
offering spare land
Saving Trust’s
A	
   block	
   of	
   land	
   measuring	
   for use by other
report on
approximately	
   25m	
   x	
   18m,	
   local residents and
www.blackshaw.
south	
   facing,	
   partly	
   walled,	
   local people
net/BEAT.
with	
   own	
   access	
   by	
   	
   gate	
   and	
   looking for land for
BEAT formulated
four additional
questions for the
Energy Saving
Trust to ask local
residents. One of
these was
whether anyone
had spare land
they were willing
to let other local
residents use,
which could be for
food, biomass
growing,
renewable
technologies, etc.

short	
   rough	
   track.	
   There	
   are	
  
some	
   ancient	
   foundations	
  
there	
   so	
   not	
   all	
   of	
   it	
   will	
   be	
  
easy	
   to	
   cultivate.	
   I	
   would	
  
prefer	
   veg	
   and	
   fruit	
   growing.	
  
Possibly	
   bees?!	
   Some	
   fencing	
  
will	
   be	
   necessary	
   as	
   we	
   put	
  
sheep	
   in	
   the	
   surrounding	
   field	
  
later	
   in	
   the	
   year.	
   I	
   would	
   help	
  
with	
   this.	
   It	
   would	
   be	
   good	
   to	
  
have	
  a	
  small	
  share	
  of	
  produce.	
  
For	
  security	
  of	
  tenure	
  perhaps	
  
a	
  'peppercorn'	
  rent	
  for	
  twelve	
  
month	
   periods?	
   Position	
   is	
   on	
  
Crossley	
   New	
   Road,	
   on	
   the	
  
right	
   going	
   down,	
   Lane	
   Top	
  
Farm.	
  

17 households
said they had spare land and 2
others said they might have. Of
these, 3 specified their spare land
that could be used for food growing,

food-growing and
other sustainable
uses.
So far only one
landowner has
asked us to
advertise her land
(see inset).

If you are
interested in
contacting the
landowner or if
you are a
landowner willing
to let others use
some of your land
on certain
conditions
specified by you please e-mail or
phone Finn on
finn.jensen@rocketmail.com /
01422 846863 providing your name
and contact details.

BEAT	
  Meetings	
  
On 9th March BEAT showed the film “11th hour” with Geoff Boswell introducing the film and the
discussion afterward. Many thanks to Geoff for a very interesting evening.
Upcoming talks are as follows:
Wednesday 13th April : our local Barry Noble will come and talk about heat pumps (air-sourced,
ground-sourced and bore-hole).
Wednesday 11th May : we will show the film “The End of the Line”. It is on unsustainable fishing, and
will be introduced by Dr. Ashley Sharp.
Wednesday 8th June : Clare Woulds, lecturer in Water, Soil and Carbon interaction at Leeds
University’s School of Geography, will give a talk with slides, on her recent
Antarctic research cruise.
All BEAT meetings are open to the public and take place at the Sportsman Pub, Kebs at 8pm
2
on	
   the second Wednesday of the month.
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Solar	
  Thermal	
  Panels	
  
BEAT
has
asked
local
people
who
have
had
renewable
technologies
installed to give readers of
UpBEAT their experience,
positive and negative. This
is Phil Knowles' experience
with solar panels producing
hot water:
It’s nearly 5 years since we had
solar panels installed on our
property as part of BEAT’s
successful application for a
grant under the Clear Skies
(DTI) scheme. Ours was one of
ten houses in the area that
benefited from a 50% grant
towards the cost of equipment
and installation.
We have 2 Filsol flat plate
collectors (panels) on our roof,
which fortunately point due
south with no trees or anything
else that impact on sunlight
hitting the panels. Inside the
house we had to have a water
tank installed, as we didn’t have
one,
and
also
slight
modifications made to our combi
boiler (since replaced by a
condensing boiler). The whole
installation took just under 4
days
and
created
little
disturbance to our daily life.
I’ve never actually sat down and
calculated how much money
we’ve saved on LPG since
installation, but know that it has
benefited us quite significantly.
In particular, in sunny weather
from May until the end of
September, it is unusual to have
to use the boiler to heat water.
Even in the depths of winter on
sunny
days
the
water
temperature can reach 40 C.
From both an environmental and
financial viewpoint I am very

	
  

pleased that we had the panels
installed. But with hindsight I
would
approach
it
very
differently now than I did 5
years ago. I look back and
realise how little I actually knew
about solar panels and how little
research I did.
So
what
would
I
do
differently?
I would certainly go and look at
systems
that
have
been
installed in other people’s
houses, both inside and out,
and see what the physical
implications are of installing
solar panels. Such things as
how much space will it take up;
what types of panels are
available; efficient layout of the
system etc.
Also, I would have had the
panels placed higher up the
roof, which had I thought of it
would have allowed space for
me to install photovoltaic panels
to generate electricity at a later
date.
Finally, I would have looked at
whether flat plate collectors
(panels) were best for us or
whether evacuated tubes would
be more efficient.
Nowadays there is a lot more
advice about, so if you are
thinking of having solar thermal
then talk to BEAT and/or go to
the
Alternative
Technology
Centre in Hebden Bridge. But
most importantly talk to people

Introduction	
  To	
  
Sustainability	
  
Course	
  
The
Workers
Educational
Association (WEA) will be running a
ten-week course Introduction To
Sustainability.
The course will cover issues including:
§ Will the UK / the world face an
energy shortage in the coming
years?
§ Can we replace all fossil fuels with
renewable technologies?
§ Can we avoid the loss of
biodiversity?
§ What could a sustainable society
look like?
§ How can local communities take
part in this process?
The course will take
place on Thursdays
7pm - 9pm for 10 weeks
from 12th May, at the
Alternative Technology
Centre
in
Hebden
Bridge. There is disabled
access. There will not be
a session on 2nd June as it is half-term
for schools.
WEA charges £60 for the ten weeks for
people in work, and £3 for those on
benefits. You do not have to pay until the
19th May, so you can turn up on 12th May
and decide after the first session
whether you want to continue the
course.
Although there will be one tutor (Finn
Jensen) there will be different speakers
covering some topics. Participants will
also have the option of choosing
topics they would like to cover during
the course. Participants who want to
prepare a short presentation on a
particular topic will be given support
from the tutor to do so. The teaching will
be a combination of presentations and
group work. Refreshments will be
available (50p for tea / coffee).
If there is sufficient interest WEA will be
running longer and more in-depth
courses on topics related to
sustainability. In the longer term
accreditation may be arranged for some
of these courses.
3
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Do	
  You	
  Want	
  Trees	
  On	
  Your	
  Land?	
  
Treesponsibility,
Calderdale's climate
action group is
looking for more sites
on which to plant
trees and woodlands
in the 2011/12 winter
season.
Since 2000 we have planted
around 5 Hectares (11 acres) a
year.
Have
you
considered
planting woodland on your land?
Reasons to plant woodlands
The main reason we plant is for
flood alleviation: trees slow runoff from heavy rainfall, the roots
penetrate soil and help the ground
soak up more water; they also
help hold the soil in place, instead
of it being eroded and silting up
the rivers. Leaves build soil, which
also holds more water. They also
protect the ground in summer from
the impact of raindrops, again
helping to reduce soil erosion.
Managed woodland can supply
us with wood-fuel, reducing our
dependence on fossil fuels. Trees
are part of the carbon cycle, they
absorb CO2 while growing,
compared to oil and coal which
when burned simply add to the
CO2 in the
atmosphere.
Coppiced
woodland can
produce three
tones of airdried firewood
per hectare per
year.

Woodlands are great for wildlife
too,
especially
coppiced
woodland, which provide a wide
range of habitats. However, we
are sensitive to endangered
species, and always consult with
Todmorden Wildlife Group before
planting sites, to check for any
rare species present.
Trees can also produce food for
people and livestock, again
reducing our dependence on
external imports and reducing
carbon footprints further.
Trees soak up CO2 as they
grow, but we don't generally
make a song and dance about
this as a reason to plant trees.
Carbon reduction is the solution to
reducing climate change, simply
because there is not enough land
to plant trees on to soak up the
emissions from burning fossil
fuels. We are wary of “Carbon
Schemes” involving planting trees
as they mislead people into
thinking
we
can
continue
consuming at this rate without
consequences.
We
like
to
think
of
Treesponsibility as a climate
action group and not a tree
planting group.
Where can we plant trees?
Steep slopes are good for us.
They help with our flood
alleviation
goals.
Alongside
streams and rivers are also good
for the same reason. We can also
plant flat fertile fields, these sites
are
better
for
wood-fuel

Renewable	
  
Heat	
  Incentive	
  Scheme	
  
Launched	
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Information on the Renewable Heat Incentive
(RHI) was released 10 March 2011; you can
download the documents at
http://www.decc.gov.uk/rhi. The RHI will give
financial support to technologies like thermal
solar panels, biomass boilers and heat pumps.

	
  

plantations, especially if they have
good access.
This year, we were lucky to get
funding to plant on an old factory
site opposite the observatory on
Bacup Road, a few kilometres
from
Todmorden.
This
site
particularly needs regeneration
after years of industrial neglect
followed by overgrazing.
There are still grants available
from the Forestry Commission
to meet some of the costs and we
can help with grant applications or
even do them for you. We can
advise on what to plant, where,
how to look after
your
woodland
and even help
with
future
management, if
required.
If you think you would like a
wood on your land then please
get in touch with us. We offer 13
years of experience, 100s of
volunteers
and
boundless
enthusiasm to make our valley
more resilient to the heavy rainfall
predicted by climate change
models.
You can also help with donations,
or get on to our mailing list to find
out about volunteering on tree
planting workdays.
For more information contact
treesponsibility@yahoo.com.

BEAT	
  :	
  Contact	
  Us	
  
To find out more about BEAT, or any of the articles in this
newsletter; to join, or contribute your ideas, you are
welcome to contact
Tim

: 01706 813800 or dargancole@btinternet.com

Finn

: 01422 846863 or finn.jensen@rocketmail.com

Or visit our website on www.blackshaw.net/BEAT

