
BLACKSHAW PARISH COUNCIL  

6 Adelaide St, Todmorden, OL14 5HT   01706 815155  
blackshawclerk@gmail.com                www.blackshaw.net

Minutes of Blackshaw Parish Council 7.30pm on Monday 25th November 2019 at Blackshaw Head
Methodist Church

Present: Cllr Bowen (Chair), Cllrs Butterworth, King, Lacey, Lomax, Tiler-Ansell, Patterson and three members of the
public

1. Apologies for absences previously notified to the Clerk.   None
2. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.  Cllr Tiler Ansell declared an interest in 8.3.2, as she is 

the applicant. 
3. Confirmed the minutes of the Parish Council meeting on 28th October 2019 
4. Information on matters arising from the meetings on 28th October.  CCTV cameras installed, and are 

triggered with movement – work in progress.  Not heard from Dan the gardener to arrange a meeting – 
Cllr Lomax to pursue. Overhanging vegetation (number 10 not 8) – but as works are interfering, plus 
leaves have fallen, maybe wait to deal with this.   

5.  Final details for the Blackshaw Climate Summit meeting on 1st December.  Banners, posters and leaflets
out. It will be videoed by Nick Wilding. Speakers confirmed and everything in place. Stationery & 
publicity costs, plus some travel expenses, and refreshments. Agreed to spend up to £200.

6.  Discussed the purchase and distribution of festive gifts to vulnerable parishioners.  Agreed everyone to 
look up neighbours who may qualify in the next few days. A few new additions for this year. 

7.  Christmas lights. Two sets bought last year, battery powered, only 1 set left. Agreed to discuss in 
January to buy a decent set of lights. 

8.    To consider planning related matters: -
8.1.  To receive information on previous planning applications: 

8.1.1.  - 19/01133/FUL | Importation of inert material and the installation of an agricultural track 
(Retrospective) | Land At Coordinates 395460 427045 Cow Side Road Todmorden Calderdale 
– Permitted.  In response to letter sent by Clerk, Jan Gibson has said that there were no 
roadworks at the site from which we believe that the spoil came from. Cllr Butterworth also 
wrote to the Highways engineer, the consultee on the application who said same as Jan. So 
Cllr Butterworth raised at the T & PC Liaison meeting, asking for help. Asked whether there 
were any controls or checks on the materials and how they are classed, or whether they're 
composted properly. Andrew Pitts hasn't responded on this issue as yet. Agreed to pursue with
highways engineer and Jan Gibson and ask how best we can take this further. 

8.1.2. Issues concerning the development at the top of Davey Lane/Long Causeway.  There have 
been a number of issues relating to this application, including access, height of roofs, trees 
being cut, clear windows impacting privacy of neighbours, storage of materials off-site and so 
on. Several issues with developer and parishioner Discussed inviting planning officers to come 
and inspect the site, particularly important in relation to the second application in the same 
area. Get planning officer to check whether there are breaches, but also to consider these in 
relation to the other application. Proposal to defer until December when we've had time to look 
at the decision notice. Agreed. 

8.2.  Update on Enforcement and other planning issues.
8.2.1. Chimney being demolished on the Steeps – any update available. A decision was made by a 

planning officer that it is within 'permitted development' to demolish it. There were also issues 
around transparency as information on this from CMBC was appalling.

8.2.2. High House Farm enforcement case happened 1st Nov. Owners were fined and given 12 
months to clean up the site. 

8.3. To consider new planning applications: 
8.3.1. 19/01246/HSE | Demolition of existing attached outbuilding to facilitate construction of single 

storey extension. | 3 Long Hey Top Winter's Lane Blackshaw Head Calderdale HX7 7JT  - No 
objection.

8.3.2. 19/00895/CON | Conversion of existing dwelling and adjoining barn to create 4 dwellings | 
Lower Earnshaw Water Farm The Long Causeway Blackshaw Head Hebden Bridge 
Calderdale HX7 7JB. Voted no objection. 4 in favour, 2 abstentions and Cllr Tiler-Ansell stood 
aside due to being applicant. Mentioned that measures to mitigate climate change ought to be 

mailto:blackshawclerk@gmail.com


included in applications like this in future, such as solar panels.

9. To consider matters relating to highways, bridleways and footpaths
9.1.  Cllr Lacey gave a further update from Highways on outstanding issues.  There has been a lot of 
correspondence with Mary Farrar. Agreed to reinstate the white lines, again, and is now on the 'job 
sheet' so should be happening relatively soon.  There used to be a weight restriction on the Steeps 
apparently. CMBC accept HGV sign needs moving. Cllr Lacey has tried to lobby for a length restriction,
but the response is that this isn't possible because it has to be enforced by the police. Member of 
public commented that white lines on Steeps also need doing, Cllr Lacey agreed to write to Mary 
Farrar again. Agree that Cllr Lacey should continue to keep a record of any incidents, and continue to 
send to Mary Farrar periodically. Also to go back to Kevin Moran and say that length restriction really 
needed, no excuses. Cllr Lacey to take to Safer Cleaner Greener meeting. 

9.2.  Caravan in lay-by on Eastwood road. Possibly someone living there. But if vehicle is taxed and 
insured, no law being broken. Question about what the issue is, whether they're travellers, CMBC have
no facility for travellers. Cllr Lomax agreed to gently investigate. 

10. To consider the following financial matters:
10.1.  Bank balances are £10,283 and budget remaining for 2019/20 is £5533. New signatures mandate
has been approved as far as we know. 

10.2.  Confirmed purchase of a wreath for Remembrance Day
10.3.  Confirmed the grant to the Allotment group for water butt improvements.
10.4.   Confirmed payment of the Clerk's monthly salary and expenses.

11. To consider representative reports and invitations
11.1.   Previous Events
Safer Cleaner Greener meeting, 18th November. Cllr Lacey attended. Meeting was confusing, lots of 
people representing different groups. Cannabis waste and mountain bikes brought up by Heptonstall 
PC, though these affect our parish too. Cllr Lacey happy to attend again, and will raise issue of 
highways and mytholm steeps. Possible ideas to take forward from the climate summit. Next one is in 
January. Quite a few law enforcement issues. 
Town & Parish Council Liaison meeting – Cllr Butterworth attended. Andrew Pitts drew attention to High
House Farm court case. Owners fined £1000 +costs. Given 12 months to clean site up. Concern 
expressed that each chair should have been given 5 minutes, but Erringden wasn't. 
Old People's Welfare meeting – want to apply for a grant. Would like to come to the January meeting. 
Agreed to invite. 

11.2.  Upcoming Events
Christmas events in Blackshaw - 20th carol service, councillors to provide mince pies
30th Nov is christmas fair
1st December is climate summit
7 14 21st Dec Great Rock Coop. 

Items for next meeting   -  budget discussion, A646 street lights are out at Callis. Bus shelter opposite Able
fuels. No shelter and no timetable. Follow up the flood store. 

Parish Council Meetings: -   25th November.   23rd December - Annual Meeting:  13th May
Allotment Committee Meeting  - 11 March 2020

SignedCatherine Bann    Clerk to the Parish Council
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