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BLACKSHAW PARISH COUNCIL
Draft Minutes of Allotments Committee Meeting
7.00pm, Monday 12th October 2020  
Online on Zoom. 
Present: Cllr Lacey (Chair), Cllr King, Cllr Lomax, Rosemary, Clare, Allen and Richard

1. Apologies for absence: None

2. Declarations of interest in matters on the agenda. None

3. Confirmed minutes of the meeting of the Allotments committee on  11/3/2020 

4. Information about matters arising from the minutes of meeting on  11/3/20.
Dog Poo issue seems to have improved – no recent complaints from contractor. One sign has gone with removal of tree it was attached to, and other looking bit tatty. Clerk to print off two more and send to Allen.
Tree work completed. At future site liaison/inspections, a visual tree inspection will need to be carried out by Cllr King (who attended course).
Maintenance – some confusion as to programme of strimming. Pathways done, but not the banking which will need strimming low in Oct for wildflower area to flourish. Cllr Lomax to contact Dan to check on plans
Water butts have all been sorted bar two, in variety of ways.

5. Allotment inspection/liaison meeting in June. Report circulated, no major issues. Reference to boundary fence is actually meant to be on west side (not East) by woodman. Agreed that future of Woodman unknown and as there's no major problem here, ignore this for now. On East side, the neighbour has booked fencing contractors to mend the grey fence. Plotholders agreed with him that contractors will mend the Allotment's reddy-brown fence line at same time, and will invoice group.
Community shed has been re-felted and re-painted.  Richard agreed will trim the bush mentioned in report
6.  Report of progress from the Charlestown Allotments Group. In general all going ok. Flowers planted on wildflower area, oak has been trimmed back, general clearance been done. Working party succeeded in achieving everything that was planned.  Clare noted that she wanted a small pond, which was agreed, but it was noticed that the contract is missing the dimensions of allowed pond size. Noted that any pond needed to be covered. Clerk to look into this and can be formally agreed at next meeting.
Cllr Lomax has manure available and plotholders can contact him to arrange collection.

6.1. Report from Allotments Group on budget and balances. Bank balances okay. Thanked council for water butt grant – any spare £ will go on the fencing as referred to earlier. 

7. No tenancy issues or vacant plots. Allen noted that there was one person on the waiting list, who lives within the eligible area just outside the parish boundary.

8. Financial matters:

8.1. Water bills – last bill was £10.75

9. Dates and venue of future meetings – can't decide on venue but agreed 15th March at 7.45pm, preceeded by Allotments AGM at 7pm.
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